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VENUE HIRE FEES AND CHARGES POLICY — CITY OF JOONDALUP 
Grievance 

MS C.M. COLLINS (Hillarys) [9.49 am]: I thank the minister for taking my grievance, which relates to affordable 
provision of community sports and group activities in the electorate of Hillarys. The City of Joondalup “Venue Hire 
Fees and Charges Policy” was drafted in August 2022 and is set to be introduced from 1 January 2024. The policy 
will update the city’s venue hire scheme by introducing extra financial costs to the booking of venues to ensure 
that every booked space is used and the city’s venue use is maximised to its full potential. This is a worthy aim 
but a path forward should not generate considerable future costs for some of the most active clubs in the Hillarys 
electorate, which in turn will be passed on to the families. 
On 7 March, at the City of Joondalup electors’ annual general meeting, Mullaloo resident Phil O’Donnell put 
forward a motion calling on the city to revoke the proposed “Venue Hire Fees and Charges Policy”. The motion 
called for a comprehensive community engagement program for the facility hire fee process prior to any new fee 
policy, as well as a review of the support provided by the City of Joondalup to all hirers. The motion recognised 
that all hirers should have some exposure to the city’s operational costs such as through user-pays. It also requested 
an extended transitional period to gradually introduce changes to enable existing clubs to adapt their business plan. 
Electors overwhelmingly supported this motion. The vote was a demonstration of the love the local community 
has for the great range of sporting and community groups that call the Hillarys electorate home. City of Joondalup 
grounds and venues are used for sporting activities and host arts, music, exercise, meditation, karate and dancing 
activities, just to name a few. These activities greatly enrich community life and provide social opportunities for 
senior citizens and install a love of physical recreation and teamwork in kids and young adults in the area. Initiatives 
like this should be promoted and made more accessible for all Western Australian families. 
I will highlight just some of the local clubs that would be impacted by this potential new policy. Whitford Junior 
Football Club is a community club run by a very dedicated and committed group of volunteers who are passionate 
about providing their members and families with the best footy experience in WA. They also run emerging mental 
health initiatives and community events, and approximately 1 000 families across the Hillarys electorate have a child 
or a family member who is part of the club. The club caters for both male and female players from pre-primary to 
year 12. I want to make a special mention of the club’s exciting work in developing the next generation of female 
football stars; 175 local girls are participating in the footy club and this year we are seeing two new teams rising 
to the West Australian Football League level. The club is subsidising women’s footy to bring it to the level at 
which it can stand proudly on its own feet. If this policy were put in place, the junior footy club would face an 
annual fee of $25 000 from 2024 onwards. There is no guarantee that this funding would be reinvested into the 
sporting grounds or the clubhouse. The volunteers have questions for the city, such as: will the fee be indexed to 
CPI and will there be a cap on this? The volunteers need answers before they can take on additional work to secure 
the club’s future. 
Another club that could be impacted is Padbury Scouts. Graeme Stickland has been involved with leadership roles 
in Scouts WA for over 45 years and runs Padbury Scouts. He is passionate about the education of boys and sees 
the modern scouts as youth led and adult supported. We can tell the satisfaction he gets from his volunteering when 
he shares stories of boys’ capacity for learning and leadership skyrockets when they get unchained from a desk and 
back out into nature. He is worried about the future of access to Padbury Hall and the affordability of the program 
as it is looking at an increase of over $5 000 from 2024 onwards. Padbury Scouts has built up a strong track record 
of supporting the Joondalup RSL and Lions Club of Whitford. In addition, it does a lot of charity work for other 
environmental groups such as the Craigie bushland group, the Friends of Hillarys and Kallaroo Foreshore, and 
Mullaloo Beach Community Group. Mr Stickland saw the City of Joondalup try a similar policy in 2012, but the 
attempt was roundly rejected by the community and he is surprised that the policy has emerged again after 10 years. 
The Whitford Senior Citizens’ Club is one I hold dear to my heart. It is just across from my office on Banks Avenue. 
There is a warm and inviting community resource centre where hundreds of local senior citizens take up activities 
like yoga, aerobics, table tennis, bingo, bowls and more. It offers a place and a resource for older people who need 
to maintain social connections, particularly during the COVID pandemic. I will not forget bringing the Premier to 
the electorate of Hillarys where we played a frantic game of ping-pong against the seniors last year. All this good 
work happens, but with such an active club, the seniors club is potentially one of the hardest hit. The amazing 
president, Doug, mentioned that the club may have to pay upwards of $45 000 a year. 
These are just a few of the examples of the clubs in my electorate that may be impacted by these changes. Judging 
by the broad alliance of sporting clubs and community groups allied against these changes, it is clear that the public 
has spoken. I respectfully ask the minister to please write to the City of Joondalup to reconsider the policy in the 
interests of our community. 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.56 am]: I thank the member 
for Hillarys for an excellent grievance. It is a really important grievance and I thank her for her stoic support of 
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sport and community organisations. The member mentioned seniors, arts and others, and, of course, some very, very 
well known and revered sporting clubs in the City of Joondalup. I know her concerns are also shared by the member 
for Joondalup. The member raised a policy position that I think needs to be very firmly reversed. 
Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski: And the member for Kingsley. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: And the member for Kingsley. It is ill-founded. It is, unfortunately, an example of a policy 
that is out of touch with the reality of community life and community sporting life. The member bringing this 
grievance here on behalf of her constituents is a very, very important move and I support wholeheartedly the passion 
that the member has for this matter. 
Let us highlight this to the councils, and I think they actually know this: this is an example of bureaucracy not 
being analysed closely by elected members. I hope that the member’s plea will be heard because it is not a good 
decision. I will write to the City of Joondalup. It is not a good decision not only for all the reasons the member has 
highlighted, but also, of course, because we know that research shows unequivocally that physical healthy lives 
that allow and incorporate participation by all children, young people and people of all abilities creates much more 
well balanced human beings. All those young people whom the member has highlighted through the clubs and 
organisations, and those seniors from the seniors’ club whom the member mentioned, benefit from that participation 
and coming together and being involved in something positive. That is what community sport is all about. It is what 
community activities through the arts, seniors’ gatherings and things like that all contribute to. They roundly support 
a healthy and vibrant community, and I think this is where the council has it wrong. It has perhaps listened to a couple 
of bean counters and not understood, quite frankly, the impact that this policy will have on those groups. 
The member has highlighted some stark statistics, I might say. When clubs are going to be up for $20 000 or 
more—or even smaller amounts, a few thousand dollars—that can make every difference, and the capacity of those 
organisations to continue is drawn into question. Of course, we know, as was highlighted by previous grievances 
this morning, that the demand for spaces for playing fields is ever-increasing because many great clubs, like many 
of those that the member mentioned, focus on making sure that girls and young women are focused on participating 
at record levels, as they should be. We have to promote that in every way we can, because it is positive. I plead to 
the City of Joondalup to reassess this decision. It is sad that the council unanimously supported this policy change. 
That is sad. I would ask all those councillors who supported this policy change to review this decision immediately 
and recognise that it is not a good move because it will have lasting negative impacts on those community 
organisations and great sporting clubs that the member mentioned and on the activity that they generate. Those 
activities generate positive behaviours in children and young people and positive community participation. Both 
those things are positive. I am hopeful that this was perhaps an unintended decision by the council but that it will 
realise the impact it will have and will reverse the decision. As the member said, none of the clubs is asking for 
a free ride, but they are asking for fairness. I understand that the consultation process was also very poor. There is 
a whole range of reasons why this decision by the City of Joondalup needs to be reviewed very quickly. If that 
happens, the council will be commended for it. Sometimes councils make decisions that are not well thought out, 
and I think this is a great example of that. 
I urge the member’s community and electors to get behind the member’s campaign and that of other members of 
this place who understand the importance of reversing this proposal. I hope that they get in contact with the member 
and support her campaign to do that, because it would be a great outcome if this policy was junked and a more 
appropriate process was put in place. As the member quite rightly said, there is absolutely nothing wrong with 
wanting to get better efficiencies out of the use of buildings and facilities, but the process that has gone on here is 
totally misguided. I will write to the mayor immediately. I know he is a decent fellow. I think he will read that 
letter and I hope he will respond appropriately. All the other councillors need to realise that sometimes things are 
presented to them in a report to council and that the councillors really need to analyse and think carefully about 
the impact that may have. I am hopeful that they will look at the groundswell of public response due to the member’s 
campaign and at the concerns raised by the groups, many of which the member highlighted this morning, and that 
this poorly thought out policy will be reversed and that the children, young people and seniors can continue to do 
their magnificent work in the member’s electorate and deliver high-quality outcomes for the community more 
broadly. It is a great grievance. I thank the member for Hillarys for raising this. It is very important in the whole 
picture of how we provide ongoing support for communities in the future, so thank you. 
 


	VENUE HIRE FEES AND CHARGES POLICY — CITY OF JOONDALUP
	Grievance


